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Matt 10:3
Philip, ond Bar-
tholomew; Tho-

mos, and Mat-
thew the publi-
can; James the

son of Alphaeus,

and Lebboeus,

whose surname
wos Thoddoeus;
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Thomas

What word immediately comes to mind when
you hear the Apostle Thomas's name?

Does he really deserve that as a description of his

life?
The Bible narrative gives us very little detail
about Thomas.

1. He was probably a Galilean.

2. Most likely a fisherman by trade
The first mention of Thomas by name was when
Jesus sent the disciples out in pairs.

He is also called Didymus, and both his names

mean "twin." John 11:16
1. Possibly his real name was Judah and

nickname was "twin."
2. Distinguish him from the other two
disciples named Judah. (Brother of James and

lscariot)

Scripture portrays him as a person with a melan-
choly temperament.
Thomas could find the dark lining in every silver

cloud.
However, Thomas was a believer and struggled

The gospel ofJohn gives us three sketches of
what Thomas was like.

ln John 11, Jesus was just notified of the illness of
Lazarus.

The disciples feared going to Lazarus' home in

Bethany because it was just outside of Jerusalem.

1. They reminded Jesus that they tried to
stone Him the last time He was in Jerusalem.

John 11:8
2. At this point Thomas spoke up and said,
"Let us go, thot we may die with him."
3. Thomas viewed the only possible out-
come would be them all dying. John 11:16
4. However, if the Lord was going to go,

then he was going with Him.

Thomos in the Upper Room

ln John L4, Jesus was trying to prepare the
hearts of His disciples for His imminent death
and departure.
Jesus tried to alleviate the concerns by telling
them of the joys of Heaven. John 14:2-4
Thomas doubted and confessed his ignorance of
knowing where He was going. John 14:5

Because of Thomas's question, we have the
wonderful words of the sixth verse. John 14:6

John 11:8
His disciples say
unto him, Mas-

ter, the Jews of
lote sought to
stone thee; ond
goest thou
thither ogain?

John 11:16
Then soid Tho-

mas, which is

called Didymus,

unto his fel-
lowdisciples, Let

us olso go, that
we moy die with
him.

John 14:5
Thomos soith
unto him, Lord,

we know not
whither thou
goest; ond how
con we know the
woy?
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Thomos ofter the Rdsurrection

On the very day of the resurrection, Jesus went
to the house where the disciples had gathered.

He wanted to comfort them and assure them
that He had risen from the dead.

Unfortunately, Thomas was not present.

1. Why wasn't he there?
2. Surmising from his personality, perhaps

he wanted to be alone in his grief.

After Jesus left he showed up, but doubted
what the others were telling him.

"Except I shall see...." John 20:25
l-. Because of this statement, he has forever
been called Doubting Thomas.

2. When he saw Jesus' hands eight days

later, he believed.

Understonding Doubt

Doubt is not the opposite of faith.
L. The opposite of faith is unbelief.
2. You can have strong faith and still have

some doubts.
3. Doubt always co-exists with faith; in the
presence of certainty, there is no need of
faith at all.

4. Example: Mark 9:24

Doubt is not unforgiveable.
1. John the Baptist doubted Jesus

in Matthew 11:1-6.
2. Jesus did not condemn him, but simply
ren*nd.g$#im of whe$the Sor.ip't$1g! ,-

teach.
Faith is not a feeling, but an active trust in

God's Word.

I
I
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John 20:25

The other disciples

therefore soid unto
him, We hove seen

the Lord. But he

soid unto them,
Except I sholl see in

his hands the print
of the noils, ond

put my finger into
the print of the

noils, and thrust
my hond into his

side, I will not be-
lieve.

Matt 11:2-3
Now when John

had heord in the
prison the works of
Christ, he sent two

of his disciples, And
soid unto him, Art

thou he that should
come, or do we

look for another?
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: Simon:the Zealot ' 't.'

Luke calls him "the Tealot," and Matthew and

Mark call him "Simon the Canaanite."
1. Not a reference to him being born in
Canaan or the village of Cana

2. Comes from the Hebrew root meaning
"to be zealous"
3. Simon was once a member of the political
party known as the Zealots.

Zealots
The Zealots were a radical political party that
hated the Roman occupation.
They advanced their agenda primarily
through terrorism and acts of violence.
Believed only God Himself had the right to
rule over the Jews

Had the belief they were doing God's work by
assassinating Roman soldiers
After a failed rebellion in A.D. 6, the Zealots
went underground and their acts of terror
became more selective and secretive.
They formed a party of secret assassins called
sico ri i, or "dagger-men."
They liked to burn Roman targets and stab
Roman politicians, and then retreat to the
remote areas of Galilee to hide.

It is amazing that Jesus would select a man like
Simon to be an apostle.

Several historical sources say that after the
desffuction of Jerssalem, he tesk dre,Gospel
north to the British isles.

He found a more fruitful cause to give his life for.

|rsus'
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James the Less

James reminds us that though not recognized by
the world, we are still important to God.

The Bible only tells us that his name is James the
son of Alphaeus. Luke 6:15

Matthew's father's name was also Alphaeus, and
it could be they were brothers.
Mark 15:40, refers to him as "James the Less."

1. Most likely a nickname
2. The Greek word for less is micros and
primarily means someone young or small in

stature.
3. James was likely a quiet person who
faithfully served in the background.

He reminds us of the unnamed people

mentioned in Hebrews 11:33-38

He is also a reminder that tffiugh faithful,
patient, humble service may go unnoticed and

unrecorded by men, it is not forgotten by God.

Mark 15:40

There were also

women looking on
afar off: omong

whom wos Mory
Mogdolene, ond

Mary the mother
of James the less

and of Joses, ond
Solome;

Heb 11:33-34

Who through foith
subdued king-

doms, wrought
righteousness,

obtoined prom-
ises, stopped the
mouths of lions,

Quenched the
violence of fire,

escaped the edge
of the sword, out

of weakness were
mode strong,

waxed valiant in

fight, turned to

flight the armies
of the oliens.

-a
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Luke 5:15
Motthew ond
Thomos, James

the son of Al-
phaeus, ond
Simon called
Zelotes,

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

5.

7.
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Judas, Son of'JhmeB
I
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lohn L4:22

Judos saith unto
him, not lscariot,

Lord, how is it that
thou wilt manifest

thyself unto us, ond
not unto the

world?

Matthew 10:3

Philip, and Bar-

tholomew; Tho-

mos, ond Matthew
the publicon;

James the son of
Alphoeus, ond Leb-

boeus, whose sur-
nome wos Thod-

doeus;

When the apostle John mentions him, he calls him

"Judas, not lscariot." John L4'.22

He actually had three names.

1. ln Matthew 10:3, he is called "Lebbaeus,

whose surname is Thaddaeus."

2. Judos was most likely given to him at birth.
3. Thoddaeus means "child" or "mama's boy,"
indicating he might have been the youngest.

4. Lebboeus literally means "heart child"
indicating he had a tender, child-like heart.

5. Zealots make great preachers, but so do

tender-hearted, compassionate disciples like

Lebbaeus.

The New Testament records one incident involving

Judas. lohnt4:21-22
1. ln the text Jesus is talking about his soon

departure.
2. Judas asks Him why He disclosed Himself to
them and not the world.
3. ln verse 23 Jesus says that He would
manifest Himself to anyone who loves Him.

4. Jesus was teaching that He wasn't going to
take over the world externally, but rather take

over hearts one at a time.
Most traditional church teachings suggest Judas

took the gospel to Edessa, modern-day Turkey.

It is believed he was clubbed to death for his

preaching, and the club has been the symbol

attached to his life.

This tender-hearted servant followed His Lord

f a i t h ful ty*ffi1*[|1gg$.
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Matt 28r18-20
And Jesus come

and spake unto
them, saying, All

power is given 
"

unto me in heoven

ond in earth.
Go ye therefore,
and teach all na-

tions, baptizing
them in the name

of the Father, ond
of the Son, ond of

the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to
observe all things

whqtsoever I have
commonded you:
ond, lo, I om with

you alwoy, even
unto the end of

the world. Amen.

Mark 13:34
For the Son of

mon is as o man
toking a for jour-
ney, who left his

house, and gave

authority to his

servants, ond to
every mon his

work, ond com-
monded the por-

ter to watch.

Irsus'
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Jesus' Last Words

From Galilee the disciples found their way back

to Jerusalem, where the risen Lord showed
Himself once more.

We have preserved for us the last words Jesus

spoke to His disciples.
1. Matthew 28:18-20
2. Mark 16:15
3. Luke 24247-53

4. Acts 1:4-8

It was natural and needful that Jesus speak

some last words to the chosen.

L. He wanted to give them instructions for
guidance in their future labors.

2. Christ was not sentimental in His words
like before His passion.

3. His last words were instructive like as a

man taking a long journey. Mark 13:34
4. He wanted to encourage them on their
way through the world as messengers of the
kingdom.

Jesus had kind actions as well as kind words for
His followers at His departing.

The Departure

There were no farewell kisses, hugs or
symbolic actions.
The manner of His departure was gracious

towards those whom He was leaving behind.
The eleven remaining disciples did not grieve

over the Lord's departure.
1. They marveled and gazed wonderingly
towards the skies.

2. No sadness was left behind.
3. They returned to Jerusalem with great
joy as if they had gained, not lost a friend.

The task Jesus gave His apostles was to preach

repentance and remission of sins.
1. The plan of operation was to begin in
Jerusalem.
2. Jesus was going to show Jerusalem the
full extent of His long-suffering and mercy.

3. Jerusalem would set the pattern to be

repeated in Judaea, Samaria, and then the
uttermost part of the earth.

What an amazing commission for fishermen to
receive!

1. Jesus knew the insufficiency of His

instruments.
2. However, He promised them a power
to accomplish this amazing task.

Jesus spent three years transforming their
character and enlarging their hearts.

L. They were to be less like their past

selves, and more like their Master.
2, They were no longer ignorant and

' ' ,. \lr. li, but'rjfi8er the guidance of the Spirit
of grace and holiness.

Acts 1:4-6
And, being as-

sembled to-
gether with
them, com-
monded them
that they should
not deport from
Jerusolem, but
wait for the
promise of the
Father, which,
saith he, ye have
heard of me. For
John truly bap-
tized with wqter;
but ye shall be
boptized with the
Holy Ghost not
mony doys
hence. When

they therefore
were come to-
gether, they
osked of him,
soying, Lord, wilt
thou at this time
restore ogoin the
kingdom to ls-

roel?
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Acts 1:7-9

And he said unto
them, lt is not lor
you to know the
times or the seo-

sons, which the

Father hath put in
his own power.

But ye sholl receive
power, after that
the Holy Ghost is

come upon you:

ond ye shall be

witnesses unto me

both in Jerusalem,

ond in oll Judoea,

and in Samaria,

ond unto the utter-
most part of the

earth. And when

he had spoken
these things, while

they beheld, he

was token up; and
o cloud received
him out of their

sight.

Power From On High

o The power promised to the disciples was

indispensible for their success.

o They fully understood that the power was

needful.
o To produce spiritual results, something more

than eloquence, intellect, money, and

organization are required.
o True spiritual power cannot be produced, but

must come providentially and graciously from
on high.

o The world can only be evangelized, not by

titles or those in clerical robes, but by men

who have the power of the Holy Spirit.
o For ten days after the ascension they prayed,

read Scriptures, and encouraged one another.
o The power that came with the descent of the

Holy Spirit corrected the notion that Christ's

Kingdom was of a political nature.
1. A kingdom founded through such
power is not a kingdom of this world.
2. This kingdom would embrace every

tribe, tongue, race and nation.

"lf we find ourselves with a desire that nothing in this

world con satisfy, the most probable explanation is

thot we were mode for another world."
- C.S. Lewis

';y;i;"1;i"::liiiiiiY:' "'1;'1;''t"'' ':i::'



Matt 26:14-15
Then one of the

twelve, called
Judas lscariot,
went unto the

chiel priests,

And said unto
them, What will

ye give me, ond I

will deliver him
unto you? And

they covenanted
with him for thirty

pieces of silver.

Irsus'
T\MELVE

FIRST SERVANTS IN THE CHURCH

Judos: The Traitor - Part 1

The most scorned of all the disciples is Judas

lscariot, the betrayer.
Every time Judas is mentioned in Scripture, we

also find the notation about his being a traitor.
He committed the most horrible act of any
individual, ever.

His story is an example of the depths to which

the human heart is capable of sinking.

Judas stands also as a warning about the evil
potential of spiritual carelessness and

squandered opportunities.
1. He was intimately familiar with
everything Jesus taught.
2. Yet he remained in unbelief and went
into eternity hopeless.

Judas was as common as the rest, without
earthly credentials.

1. He began exactly like the others had

begun.
2. While the others were increasing in their
faith, he was becoming more a child of hell.

The lesson is that God's sovereign plan cannot
be overthrown even by those who hate Him.

r.:r .r. .', ,,. 
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His Name

Judas's name is a form of Judah, meaning
"Jehovah leads."

With such a name, his parents must have had
great hopes for him.

His surname,lscoriot, signifies the region he

came from.
L. Most likely came from Kerioth-hezron, a

small town in southern Judea. Josh 15:25
2. He was the only apostle who did not
come from Galilee.

Many of the other apostles were brothers,
friends, and coworkers; but Judas was a solitary
figure the others knew little about.
He was able to work his way into a place of trust
and became the treasurer of the group.

When Jesus predicted one of them would betray
Him, no one suspected Judas. Matt26:22-26

His Call

The call of Judas is not recorded in Scripture.

He probably was a young, zealous Jew who
hoped Jesus would overthrow the foreigners.

Judas was not attracted to Christ on a spiritual
level, but rather followed Jesus out of selfish

desire, ambition, and greed.

He chose to follow and Jesus also chose him.

His role of betrayal was ordained before the
foundation of the world.

1. Psalm 41:9

,.,,. 2,,,,Eg,,gharia,h I tr : 12'L3 Utr Snli,,l Matt hew
27|9-LO)

When Jesus chose Judas, He knew Judas would
be the one to fulfill the prophecies.

Matt26i22-25
And they were
exceeding sor-
rowful, ond be-
gon every one of
them to say unto
him, Lord, is it l?
And he onswered
ond said, He that
dippeth his hand
with me in the
dish, the some
sholl betray me.

The Son of man
goeth as it is
written of him:
but woe unto
that mon by
whom the Son of
mon is betroyed!
it had been good

for that mon if
he hod not been

born. Then Ju-

dos, which be-
trayed him, an-

swered and said,
Master, is it l? He

said unto him,
Thou hast said.

o

o
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Judas had every opportunity to turn from his

sin, and heard every lesson Jesus taught during

His ministry.
He heard numerous appeals from Christ urging

him not to do the deed.
1. Jesus even told the disciples that one of
them was the devil. John 6:70

2. He also cautioned them about what

would come to the person who betrayed

Him. Matthew 26:24

The Disillusionment

Judas became progressively more disillusioned

with Christ.

The rest of the apostles began to catch on that
the true Messiah was not what they first
expected.

1. However, their love for Christ overcame

their worldly ambitions.
2. They received His teachings and gladly

became partakers.

Judas hid his disappointment under his blanket

of hypocrisy.

He looked for ways to steal money to help

compensate his lost time and interest.

ln the few glimpses we have, he had long been

growing embittered, but tried to keep it
hidden.

L. As early as John 6, Jesus referred to
Judas as "a devil."
2. At some point in the final days of Christ,

I V d.q li,,,C;$ I I u s i o n m ent ;t u r n ed,,,tq,. l,rat red'
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John 6:70
Jesus answered

them, Have not I

chosen you twelve,
and one of you is a

devil?

Psalm 41:9
Yea, mine own fa-

miliar friend, in
whom I trusted,

which did eat of my
bread, hath lifted

up his heel ogainst
me.



r$$ri!&l

John 12:2-3
There they made

him a supper; and
Marthq served:

but Lazarus wqs
one of them that

sat at the table
with him.

Then took Mary a
pound of oint-
ment of spike-

nord, very costly,
qnd anoinled the

feet of Jesus, and
wiped his feet

with her hoir: and
the house wos

filled with the

odour of the oint-
menl.

Irsus'
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FIRST SERVANTS IN THE CHURCH

Judas: The Troitor - Part 2

Shortly after the raising of Lazarus, Jesus was
invited to the home of "Simon the Leper."
Matthew 26:5

1. Lazarus was present with Mary and

Martha who were helping to serve.

2. John L2:2-3 records the event of Mary
anointing the feet of Jesus.

To Judas the act was shocking in its
extravagance.

1. He viewed it as an overt act of worship.
2. lt seemed to be a huge waste; and once
poured out, it could not be used again.

3. John L2z4-S tells of how much money
Judas thought the perfume could be sold for
and given to the poor.

4. His response was clever as he feigned

concern for the poor.

Jesus reprimanded Judas, and this seemed to be

a turning point in Judas's outward behavior.

From that point forward, he sought opportunity
to betray Him. Matthew 26:14-16

" His Betrayal

Judas slipped away from Bethany and traveled
the one and a half miles to Jerusalem.

1. He met with the chief priests and sold

out Jesus for thirty pieces of silver.
2. Judas took the money and returned and

blended back into the group.

Jesus washed the disciples'feet, even Judas's.

1. Judas remained unmoved and continued
to be the hypocrite.
2. Jesus commented to the group that not
all of them were clean.
3. Alltwelve began to ask, "ls it 1", even

Judas - but only because he was

worried how the others would perceive

him.

No one seemed to anticipate that Judas would
be the traitor.
It was only after Jesus sent Judas away that He

instituted the Lord's Supper.
1. John L3z2L tells us that Jesus was

troubled in spirit with Judas in their
presence.

2. Judas was polluting the fellowship with
his rejection of kindness and mercy.

Judas went straight from the Upper Room to
the Sanhedrin.

1. This was not a sudden impulse or an act
borne only out of passion.

2. This dark act was deliberately planned

and premeditated.

Judas knew Jesus went regularly to Geth-
semane to pray with His disciples. John 18:2

Judas went to the garden with a "band of men"
and officers and Pharisees. John 18:3

1. No exact number of troops is given, but
there were probably hundreds of soldiers.
2. They came fully expecting the worse.

Matt 26:14-16
Then one of the
twelve, colled
ludas lscoriot,

went unto the
chief priests,

And sqid unto
them, What will
ye give me, ond I

will deliver him
unto you? And
they covenonted
with him for
thirty pieces of
silver. And Jrom
that time he

sought opportu-
nity to betray
him.

John 18:2

And Judas also,

which betrayed
him, knew the
place: for Jesus

ofttimes resorted
thither with his

disciples.

John 18:3
Judas then, hav-
ing received a

band of men ond
officers from the
chief priests and
Phqrisees,

cometh thither i::)ii

with lqnterni,,,l:,,.,
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Matt 26:48

Now he thot be-

trayed him gove

them a sign, say-

ing, Whomsoever I

shall kiss, thot
same is he: hold

him fost.

Matt 26:50

And Jesus said unto
him, Friend, where-

fore art thou
come? Then came

they, and loid
honds on Jesus,

and took him.

Acts 1:18-19

Now this man pur-

chosed a field wittr
the reword of iniq-

uity; and folling
headlong, he burst

asunder in the

midst, snd all his

bowels gushed oul.
And it was known
unto oll the dwelL

ers at Jerusalem;

insomuch as thot
field is called in

their proper

tongue, Aceldoma,

{i;,:, thof is ta say, The

: field of btood,

tli;):!ilt 1:::.:, :'

Judas had a pre-arranged signalto identify Jesus.

A kiss. Matthew 26:48
1. Before the signal was given, Jesus

forward and identified Himself.
stepped

2. Judas, a hypocrite to the end, feigned

feelings for Christ and kissed Him.

3. Jesus, ever gracious, addressed him as

friend. Matthew 26:50

His Death

Soon after the deed was done, Judas's conscience

immediately came alive.

The money, which had been important to him

before, now did not matter. Matthew 2723-4

His remorse was not the same as repentance.

L. He was sorry, not because he sinned

against Christ, but because his actions had not

satisfied him.

2. Sin brings guilt, and Judas's sin brought him

unbearable misery.
3. Acts 1:18-19 adds the final note to his life.

We can draw some important lessons from his life.

1. Judas is an example of lost opportunity and

was damned because of his failure to heed

what he heard.
2. Judas is the epitome of wasted privilege.

With great privilege comes great responsibility.
3. Classic illustration of how the love of
money is a root for all kinds of evil.

4. There are Judases in every age. People

who seem to be true disciples but turn against

Christ for selfish reasons.

5. Judas ls,proof of the'patient, forebearing
goodness of Christ. Psalm 145:9


